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INAUGURAL. 


In accordance with a time-honored salutary custom, we offer an 
inangural. First, because we deem it proper to start friends with 
the reader; second, because this is the proper place to make known 
our programme, so that the reader may know what to expect in 
future numbers of the magazine. We shall alm at all times to pro- 
went the needed rather than the fanciful idea, remembering that our 
work is in tho field of progress and not merely in the pathway of 
fiction, although when called upon, we shall wield the pen of fiction 
in the interest of progress, and thus, whilst we interest, aim 5 
instruct the reader, 

Spiritualism, * the great fact of the age," is spreading rapidly ia 
all countries, Indeed, this could not be otherwise, for its marvelous 
phenomena aro made manifest wherover mediums exist, and they 
exist the world over. 

It will no longer do, in presence of its astounding facts, to pooh- 
pooh, turn away in disgust, or shout “humbug.” The truth will 
make itself known. „Let truth and falsehood grapple.” Spirit- 
Ualism, to us, means Life, and its issues, Our definition is concise, 
yet full of profound meaning. Our programme is based upon this 
definition, f 

That which is of life is of God, and belongs to Spiritualism. It 
is the work of wisdom to garner the grain and sweep away the chai 


in the world's granary. 


* The Spiritual Monthly and Lyceum Record," therefore, will fail 
in its purpose, if it fail in practical uses. We trust that inspira- 
tion and strength will be ours for the work we feel called upon to 
perform. 

We dosign F 
de fide. Wh n 
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personal exaltation at the expense of eternal principles. With jus- 
tice fora shield and Awmanity for a motto we shall, if true to the 
light within, — whatever may ba the fate of our Monthly, — realize 
the joy unrpeakable attendant on duty fulfilled, This ought, at all 
times, to be satisfactory to reformers. 
The great neod of the hour, in our judgment, is radical reformu- 
fion. Spiritualism is both conservativo and progressive, conserving 
all that is true and eschewing all that ix fale, It is the Iconoclast 
that darhes to pieces the plaster gods of superstition, bat it cannot 
- damage a stone (n the temple of Eternal Truth. 

^ Tho Spiritunl Monthly and Lyceum Record " is designed to sup- 
ply » need. Tt will avoid party politics, but embrace universal 
politics, which enter, whether we will or no, into all the avenues of 
common life Its base of operations is scientific and essentially 
practical, That which can be sciontifically demonstrated is alone 
capable of moulding auiversal conviction. Spiritual phenomena, 
we coptend, are scientific, and capable of being demonstrated to the 
most logical thinker, We shall deal with facts, trusting to their 
stubborn reality for results. Next in order comes philosophy, Cut 
Bono? Establish the facts of spirit power — tha Cui Bono is ans- 
wered with roadiness, Nothing exists without a purposo, Almighty 
wisdom acts iu the fall of a sparrow. It acted in the mind of New- 
ton it the fall of an apple. First, fact; next, philosophy ; last, but 
not least, religion, These naturally belong to Spiritualism. Reli- 
gion, the one thing needful, is not form, ceremouy, Bibles, prayer- 
books, priests, and popes, These all may exist, and religion, which 
is love, be exiled from the soul, Religion, like the sun in tho 
heavens, glows in the sky of humanity. It will be our mission to 
advocate on spiritualistic principles, “pure aud undefiled religion,” 
Our road is straiy lit before us, We hope to turn neither to the right 
nor left, but to press on, obedient to ** the truth that maketh free.” 

The “Lyceum Record," whilst it adds to the usefulness of the 
magazine, will offer illustrations in abundance of the wisdom origi- 
nating Children’s Progressive Lyceums, and perhaps aid, in some 
degree, the beautiful work of child.culture. 
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Wo append a moro oxtonded summary of the principles we deduce 
from Spiritualism, which will form the rock upon which we hope to 
build : — 


Ist. Spiritualism recognizes God, the Father of all spirits, as the one Supreme 

9 of the Universe. 
Tt places no ban on consclence, and holds Guedom of thought sacred in 

e» human eal. 

WA Praecepts "The Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of Man” ax the 
teat of all ite discourses, 5 

ah Tk e not, let it be judged, the motives of others — whilst it aime to 

* 


judge the tree by ita fruite. 
Sth, It asks for un servile wdheslon to doctrines that lead to exeluiveness, 2 
walling out soule for Jiffereoces of creed. 
Cth. It aggregates truth wherever found, nm from Tun 
Dur Fr Bovmck — anil rejecte no the signet of 
ity. 


Tth, It repadiater all cant, insincerity, and hypocrisy, — and deems an nnprac- 
tical religion ungodly, 

Ath It calle for devotion to trath on the part of ite members as the cantinal 
article of ita faith, and chooses martyrdom, if needs be, ip preference to recreancy. 
oth. It regants man as à dual belag born of God, — born to an immortal 
inheritance, which Church and State can neithor create nor sanul, 


1th. It maintains that p Apis rs op coe eno el e Seat 
down to a man's soul, — 12 that doing God's will consiste in obedience to the 
soul's highest prompting. 
Aach. Ae e jon, the one thing ‘is not i 
cloak, to be worn puero day and east off for the ri vend i 

ie i & den that vio inl ni Pi ii 

the mnato, and the church, 

15th. ft does not feign the 


14th, It proseribes none who desire communion. 
16th. It regards heaven and bell as «tates of soul, not localities, and believes 
moral perfection unattainable on earth, yet it inculcates the work of upeightness 


as man’s divine privilege and duty. » 
11th, Like Jeran Ht gende service to humanity aa a work pleasing to God. E" - 
16th The elobtry of Abd the constant presence of "the jue 
— . S AS 


M PAPE ‘embraced by ita Gorpel. 
s UM CR We tod veo lee ut iyd ee come, dria 


AT. oe d M men t dhe Trot Lifa and aime lo K 


aman Meg vmi m 


J. H. Porra. 
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THE SPIRITUALISM OF DICKENS. 


Tue death of Dickens has directed the eyes of mankind to his life 
anil work. 

Rarely do the world's great mon achieve tho almost universal 
fame which he won, Nor was this fame reared on mere sensational 
exploits inthe Republic of Letters, Dickens was a solid builder, His 
castles rest not in air, but on adamant bases, 

He had common failings, — who has not? Under the influence 

ol his better moods he wrote, fearless of Mrs. Grundy, in the interest 
of humanity, and deservedly won the sympathies of his half-a-worl 
of readers. 

He was not recognized as a Spiritualist, but, on the contrary, a 
bitter opponent. Instance the many attacks from his own pen and 
the pens of others, which appeared in “ All the Year Round.” 

‘This was manifest in the man's outer life; it was not the faithfal 
copy of his inner being. To get a clear view of the inner Dickens, 
we must read his works, His pictures are stereoscopic, and dern 
with liſe. In his inspirational moods our great novelist forgot 
prejudices, and unconseiously incorporated into his plots the 
chinery of Spiritualism, Like Shakespeare, and all master c 
he was necessitated to build upon spiritual foundations. 

Strange, that genius should depend ou spiritual verities in wl 
grandest flights, and yet, as in tho case of Dickens, boldly declare” 
Utter disbelief in spirit phenomena. 

It is pleasing to recall the many beautiful thoughts scattered 
throughout the works of Dickens on the subject of death, As 
archangel could not write with more delicacy : — 


* The golden ripple on the wall came back again, and nothing else stirred in the 
room. The old, old fashion The fabian that came in with our first garments, 
And will last unchanged uet] our race bas run ite course, and the wide firmament 
is rolled np like a reroll, The eld, old fashion — Death! Ob, thank God, all whe 
tee It, for that older fashion yet of Immortality! And de upon us, angels of 
Seung children with regards mot quite ctranged when the rwift River bears ws 
to the Ocean, [Dombey.] 


We italicive the latter sentence to direct the attention of the 
reader to the perfect Spiritualism represented. “ Angels of young 
children.” Not angels, a distinct order of immortals, as somo 

2 vno ad aia Ahe face of the Bible and psychical 


The Siritualism of Dickens. 5 
Again, wo quote from“ The Clilmes " :— 


* The spirit of the child, retarning Innocent and radiant, touched the old man 
with its band, aud beckoned him away," 

What is this but Spiritualiem “ pure and undefiled"? 

„Nov, be murmured, *Tam happy.’ He fell into a light um ber, and, waking, 
mailed as before; thea epoke of beautifel gan dene, which he said stretched oct 
before him, aod were filed with figures of men, women, and maay children, all, 
8 er wae ‘Bea, and wo died” 


Here is another passage bearing upon the same theme, which we 
cannot readily let pass. If it add no weight to the testimony of 
Dickens against Dickens in favor of Spiritualism compared with the 
preceding extracts, it will do the reader good, for it is like a wreath 
of fresh flowers laden with exquisite odors. 


Roue eur seen gat sa Sr e cpi 
rome vr 

memory of the dead comes over It most powerfully and irresistibly, Is would 
seem, almost, a» though our better thoughts and sympathies were charms in virtar 
of which the soul ls enabled to boll sume vague amd mysterious intercourse with 
the spirita of those whom we loved in life. Alas! how often and bow loog may 
those patient angels horer around us watching for the spell which is so lle 
uttered and so won forgotten." 


Tt is unreasonable to suppose that Dickens could write so beauti- 
fully on death and immortality and not himself believe in spiritlife 
and spirit-influence under proper conditions. But, it will be urged 
that he was a believer in Christianity, and in presenting the passages 
we have extracted only proved his devotion to the Christian faith, 
We aro not now discussing the Christianity but Spiritualism of 
Dickens. 

The following singularly beautiful passage from “ Our Mutual 
Friend," recording tho quaint inspirations of the little doll's dress- 
maker, illustrates some of the phouomenal aspects of Spiritualism. 


* Talking of ideas, my Lizzie,’ they were sitting uide by side as they had sat at 
first, I wonder bow it happens that when I am at work, work, working bere, all 
alone in the summer time, I smell lowers" ö 

“* As a commonplace individual, J should say,’ Eugene roggerted langeldly, for 
be was growing weary of the person of the house, ‘that you small lowers because 
you do smell dowers,’ 

„Na, I don't,’ sald the little creature, resting one arm upon the elbow of ber 
chair, resting her chin upon that band, amt looking vacastly before bor; * this is 
not a flowery neighborhood. It's anything bat that, And yet, s» I sit at work, 


ne. 


CEU Pia 

Temal! wiles of sera, Tome eso, iT ink 1 ve ve. Foie Waves hien à 
Maps amd baskets ou the foc... rell fallen leaves, till Å put own my haai 
end expect to make them ratthe, | mel tbe white and the pink may i te 
edges, nod all vorts of Mowery that T never vas among. For I have seen very v 
Sowers indeed, In my life’ d 
+ Pleasant Aides ta hate, Jenny, der, sabil her friend, with a glance torent 
Eugene, a if the would have him whether they were given to the chil à 

im ot ber kaen 5 
ek, Lissie, when they come fo me. And the birds E tear! OM! 
cried the little erature, holding out her hand and looking upwards, ‘bee dey 


~ There was something in the fice and action for the moment quite inspired ul 
teastifal Then the chin dropped maskagly upon the hands again, 

der say my binds sing better than other binls, and my flowers smell Into 
than other fhewers, For when J was a little child, in a tone ar though twa 
ages ago, * the chibtren that I used to see early lo the morning were very dde 
from any Aber Lever aw, ‘They were oot like me; they were not chilled, ug. 
ioar, ragged, ne beaten; they were never in pain, They were not like the chiiis 
of the neighbors; they paver made me tremble all over by setting vp sbrill soley 
they pever mocked me. Such nambery of them, too! All in white dresses, sal 


this ia pain? When I told them who it was, they answered, Come and play vli 
ma? When I said, E oever play! T caa't play! they ewept about and took mag 
and male me light, Then it was all delicious ease and rest till they lakd me deny 
Whenever they came back, I used to know they were coming before I rawik 
long, bright, shinlog mw», by hearing them ask altogether, a long way oif, Whe 
this In paint Who is this in pala? And [ used. to ety oot, Oh! my biast 
chikirva, it's poor me, Have pity ou me; take me up and make me light!’ 

* By degrees, as the progressed io thir remembrance, the band was raised, e 
late estatio look returned, and she became quite beautiful. Haviog so paued i 
a moment, silent, with a listening smile upon her (ace, she looked roumi mi 
recalled hersett” 


Swelling flowers is not à very uncommon experience of medium. 
Mrs, Newton Crosland, the accomplished authoresss, reports hend! 
not only as having smeli but seen flowers frequently presented y 
spirits. 

Several instances are already on record of persons hearing th 
voices of birds invisible to the physical eye. Mr. William Ow 
penter, the veteran Englisli? champion of reform and free trale 
ineo his conversion to Spiritualism, asserts, in print, his faculty d 
hearing choruses of invisible songeters. 

As Vo tho shining visitors, “all iu white dresses,” it is como 

e lalrvoyants to describe the dresses worn by the spirits tht 


re "T 


yet there was pilates AE T Any PAORA odd did 
not regard his productions as inspirod as they were strange to them, 
He did not attempt to conceal the fact that he received liis poems 
and paintings, which illustrated each other, from friendly spirits, 
whom he declared that he saw and conversed with. Amongst these 
was the spirit of his brother Robert, who had been his great favorite 
when on earth ; and he says that when be had written and painted 
his first remarkablo work, * The Songs of Innocence and Experi- 
ence," and was in perplexity how best to engrave them, this spirit- 
brother communicated to him a peculiar process, by which it would 
be best effected. This process Blake kept entirely secret, and it is 
admitted to be perfectly original, and the reverse of the ordinary 
mode, leaving the copperplate more like a stereotype or an engraved 
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wood-block,—-not a plate engraved in the usual manner, for what 
the copper-plato engraver sinks into the plato, he left standing. 

Ho asserted what Sir Thomas Brown believed, that friendly spirit 
gave to artists and authors their best ideas. Ho declared tni 
Homer, Plato, Moses, Pindar, Virgil, Dante, Milton, and many otber 
of the great poets of the past, came and conversed with him, tad 
sat to him whilst ho sketched them. All such portraits displays 
character perfectly cousonant to their historical one, Sometime 
one or other of the spiritual world presented himself whilst othe 
persons were with him, and be sketched them at once, to the awas 
ment of the bystander, So be drew Lot, the Taskmastor of n 
that Moses slew, William Wallace, and Edward J. 

Blake was of a most spiritual naturo himself. He loved the 
beauties of earth, but could acquire no love for its wealth. H 
desired nothing more than the means of the simplest livelihool 
„Were I to lore money," he said, ^I should lose all power d 
thought; desire of gain disorders the genius of man. My busines 
is not to gather gold, but to make glorious shapes, expressing gob 
like sentiments.” It was the good fortune of Blake to find a 
who comprehended his unworldly nature, and had the most’ eatin 
faith in all that he said of his spiritual revelations, though she wi 
no medium bervelf, and saw and heard nothing. Sho was'a me 
faithful and affectionate wife, assisting him in the labor of working 
off and tinting his plates, and cherishing him in all his difficultia 
and depressions, till sho saw him pass to that world whence he hal 

bad his chief society, Amongst tho fastest friends of Blake wen 
Flaxman, the sculptor, und Fuseli, the painter. The latter, as w 
have seen, was a Spiritualist, and, therefore, could understand am 
sympathize with Blake, and Flaxman was of a highly spirited 
genius, and probably as much a Spiritualist as Blake, but too polit 
to avow it openly. 

The principal works of Blako are “ The Songs of Innocence asl 
Experience,” already mentioned; “'The Gates of Paradise ;" “Us 
ten,” the story of a wild, demoniso spirit; “ Illustrations of Mart 
‘Grave’; * The Inventions of the Book of Job, Jerusalem, 13 
Prophecies.” In Blair's “ Grave,“ honest Allan Cunningham si, 
“Tho flames in which the soul of the wicked man departs from te 
body have no warrant in the poem or belief!" But they have me 

nut in the revelations of modern mediums, and in the discoveries d 
Reichenbach, Blake undoubtedly saw that light which he drew, » 
anion of Reichenbach sees it, and us many mediums s» 


hip 
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these beaming, flickering flames abont living persons, Even Charles 
Lamb also thought him a most oxtraordinary wan; describes his 
representation of death, in Blair's “ Grave,” thus: “In one of his 
designs, ho pictures the parting of soul and body by a solid mass of 
human form floating off, God knows how, from a lumpish mass— 
fac simile of itself—left behind on the deathbed." The words of 
Lamb show us how vague were tho ideas of death and of soul before 


ope, and that the spirit is us visible and substantial to spirit us body 
is to body. 


It is curious how the revelations of Spirits of all times agree 
in their facts, What Blake saw saw, and all great 
spirit-emediums have seen, ‘aie at wtb Maie yt 
there are annoying and thwarting spirit. He amerted that the 


fee 
him to paint in oil, and to confound the clear, sharp outlines, which 
are the perfection of art, ‘Titian, he says, greatly tormented him, 


endeavoring to compel him to paint ín oil, which lie declared to be 


sj 


ruinous to truo art, and never practised by Raphael or Michael 
Angelo. At "times, Blake, like all other mediums, was deserted by 
his power, and sighed in vain to seo or converse with a spirit, In 
some of his designs there is a wildness that ix set down by the 
unspiritual as crazy, just as the visions of Ezekiel or Isaiah would 
be set down if the saereduess of the Bible did not protect them 
from it. 

For a further acquaintance with this simple disciple of Christ and 
of art, this gentle, spiritual, sublimely ideal poet and painter, the 
reader must consult his works. These two little poema display at 
once his simplicity and his originality : — 


Little lamb, who made thee? 

Little lamb, who made thee? 
Gave thee life, and bade thee feed 
By the stream and o'er the mead; 
Gave thee clothing of delight, 
Softest clothing — woolly bright ; 
Gave thee such a tender voice, 
Making all the vale rejoice? 

Little lamb, who male thee ? 
Dost thos know who made thee? 


Little lamb, I u tell thee; 
Little busd, 17H tell thee; 


10 


Derr's Geuxoos, — Besides this earth, and besides the race d 
men, there is an invisible world and a kingdom of spirits. Te 
world is around us, for it is everywhere ; and those spirits watch w, | 
for they are commissioned to guard us; and if we are dying undi 
pain and shame, if scorn smote us on all sides, and hatred crubat 
às, angels see our tortures, recognize our innocence (if innocent w 


What the baod dare seire the fire ? 


Aes what shoulder and what art 
Could twist the sinews of thy heart 7 
When thy heart began to beat 

What dread band formed thy dread feet ? ** 


‘What the hammer — what the chain 

Formed thy strength and forged thy brain? 
What the anvil— what droad grasp 

Darod thy deadly terrors clasp ? 


‘When the stars threw down their spheres, 
And sprinkled heaven with shinging tears, 
Did he smile his work to see ? 

Did he who made the lamb make thee ? 


only the separation of spirit from flesh to ctor 
dude eng we ever sink overwhdlad 
; sco Arco 


1 


orphan had occasion 10 bless him, 
the least degree stiff; he had a simple, 
hearty disregard for formalism: To do good, to him, was more 
to think good. He loved to mingle with congenial matures, 
although he was never kuown to be overtalkative, he was funi 
saying sage and quaint things, which won him the chai 
being a wiser man than his neighbors. He bated the mere babble 
of tongues, excited by partizan projudices, and would turn away 
from heated disputations, remarking that truth needed no velemont 
forces to give it authority. 

Mr. Hutoplirey had married when he was ouly twenty-four years 
of age, and had found, during a period of twelve yours of married 
life, us much happiness as generally falls to the share of men, who, 
like himself, make affection, and not position, the primary considera- 
tion in matrimonial engagements, 

Miss Emily Peerless was the only daughter of an architect, au mau 
of extreme sectarian views, yet withal, a blunt, generous kind of 
man, who had been well-to-do, but of late years very unfortunate in 
his professional undertakings. At the time young Humphrey fell in 
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lovo, and proposed to wed the o of his affections, Mr. Peer! 
tho father of tho young lady, 12 

Tho lovers met for the firvt time at an evening soiree, They me 
very often after that to-boremembered evont. It was enough: fa 
Mr. Humphrey to feel that bo could be happy with Emily for his 
bride; he had no thought of a marriage-dowry ; all he asked vy 
her hand, het heart being already his. 

It is astonishing how speedily love finds a way in and out of di 
culties, Ragged paths became suddenly transformed into gardes, 
of rows; the very air which may be impregnated with fastid exhals 
tions from chemical decompositions, to lovers is balmy. Never 
the career of human nature, in its progress to old ago and death, 
is such mad couduct perceptible as in the heydey of love. Vey 
shrewd lawyers, who would split hairs with the keenness of a rame, 
in all matters pertaining to law and ordinary themes, when they Al 
head-orer-ears in love, forget their shrewdness, and positively perfona 
acts of folly which make it a question whether a certificate from tws 
respectable doctors as to their sanity be not, for them, the mot 
proper thing. Very grave, pious, and extremely straight-necked 
persons, whose features have been washed so often with the vinegy 
of sanctity, that they have thereby contracted the habit of derow 
ness, which is marked in their demureness, when they tumble heat 
overears in love, forget their vinegar sanctity, relax their stiffens 
necks, and lose all gravity in a madness of passion which become 
only the more absurd as itis indulged. It is a very ludicrous fares, 

indeed, this love, when it is played out by lawyers and parsons; bit 
when shipwrights and such sober-olid sort of beings leave ther 
musty offices aud heavy ledgers to do homage to Cupid, although it 
may not be quite so farcical, it is, nevertheless, a veritable comedy. 

Miss Emily Peerless became Mrs. Humphrey, and by a proces f 
figures in the handwriting of the bridegroom, Mr. Peerless got ost 
of his difficulties, and entered anew on his professional duties. 

A small villa, about a milo distant from the shipwright’s place d 
business, which bore external aspects of age, was newly fitted for t4 
reception of the bride. It was an ancient abode, but the veg 
habitation of comfort. Mrs, Humphrey had not entered on be 
wifely career in the old homestead more than a month, when sè 

> expressed a desire to have the pleasure of christening the villa. li 
way a curious request. The husband of course offered no objectioe 
‘The wife good-tumoredly concealed from him the name she bel 

. choseo, One day, as tho shipwright camo within view of his boue * 


P] 
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his oye was attracted to the words, Humphrey Villa, neatly painted 
just aver the bell ou the main post, He laughed beartily at the joke, 
and displayed his approval by kiming the fuir joker. 

In the course of time the shipwright became a father, and nerer 
was a fonder one on earth, ‘The little Emily was the miniature 
resemblance of her mother; the same subdued sweetness of disposi- 
tion whieh belonged to the mother emed to be imparted to the 
child. There was, however, a quickness of intellect, amounting 


tures, hair, and entire physiogomy, the mother was reflected in the 
child, 

Mr. Humphrey loved both, and found no joys spart from his wife 
and child. 

When Ada was born, Mrs. Humphrey was afflieted with sickness, 
and never after rose from her couch, in the flesh. Every attention. 
that a kind husband could bestow was paid. Disease for years 


haggard and shrunken, Her intellect remained clear, and her 


1 


| 


Ist eto car ep | 


principles firm, even to the last. It was a painful scene to 
the stricken husband's anguish when he saw ber eyes close, and 
knew that her spirit bad gone from its earthly habitation, which was. 
left like a ruined, deserted castle, to fall to decay. 

Emily aud Ada were too young to realize the full extent of their 
loss; yet they were old enough to know that a sweet, loving voice, 


which was familiar to their childhood, and which spoke to them of” 


heaven and angels, depicting the sufferings and glorios of Jesus, had 
suddenly. been silenced by the mysterious hand of death, 

Mr. Humphrey had now a double duty to perform towards his 
children, if he could be said to have a deeper regard for them than 
before. 

After the solemn ceremony of burying bis wife, he retired alone 
to his study, and sat in silence, meditating on his wifeless fate and 
his motherless children, He had, as far as he knew how, performed 
his duty as a husband and father; therefore, he had nothing to 
roproach himself with, but he felt the death of his wifo to be a 
sad blow. Ho silently pondered, and as be pondered, wept. He 
was a man of strong physical structure, and his ponderous breast 
seemed to heave like a sea under the strong influence of his grief. 
A hand was gently placed upon his shoulder from behind. Sur- 
prised and electrified he turned round and beheld his wife. Mr. 


mundane facts presented to his notice, with boldness. Ho cared a 
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Humphrey wis one of the last men to credit belief lu. . 
But hero, in his own study, stood oue before him, wearing tbe rre, 
smile of his wife, and the ordinary dross which she wore when 
was in the feih, Ho gazed at her, spocotiless with e, ls 
fear, Sho waved her band to him, and was gone, dn 
perspiration fell from bis forehead, and his strong limbs were 
vuled. Vet his grief was less poignant, and he felt more 
He put his bands to his forebend, aud endeavored to press his 
to a conviction that he had been dreaming, but it was useless, 
could no more divest bis brain of the idea of the reality o 
apparition than he could fly, How to prove, to his own - 
that what took place did not take place, was the most 
all the problems be had ever had occasion to solve. He arosi 
Jen tho study, trearuring in his own breast the secret of his wik 
He had heard very many times relations of ghi 
stories, and had laughed heartily at them, believing them all simple 
fetitious inventions, Bat the experience of one hour upset 


idea which had lived with him for years. 
— “q 
Cuarren II. Pd 
THE INCREDULOUS CONFIDANTE, J 


Mr. Humphrey was a man of strong nerve, and being a ma 
exemplary lover of truth, he had the courage to meot the supe 


little for the idle jokes of those who laughed at everything but thi 
own ignorance, as he cared for the ordinary gossip of envy. Ht 
argued to himself thus: — 

* The Bible contains numerous accounts of supernatural appe* 
ances, such as the mysterious hand-writing on the wall at the pas 
of the wicked King Belshazzar, the angel in the burning bus. l 
appearance of Moses and Eliss to Jesus in his transfiguratia, 
Christ's own appearances after his crucifixion to Mary Magdilee 
and his disciples, the angel's deliverance of Peter from prison, d 
Then putting the sacred writings on one side; profane history d 
every nation and age gives testimony in favor of occasional æ 
‘appearances of the departed." 

"Be paused to reflect, and came to the conclusion that since b 
L find an argument (o disprove the facts of Scripture æl 
€ ‘at least, to be humble and cautious in h 


whatever; bee jh 
atheism, which etri be 


spiritnal re-appearances, — 

With a mind open to conviction, a t 
with caution and analyzing with care | an Y 
character, Mr. Humphrey was just the man to arrivo at 
truth. Ho had considered tho matter well, and having doc 
on gaining fresh evidences, ho was eager for opportunities through 
which he might step on to now and bigher stepstones of spiritual 
truth. With his mind thus inspired by earnestness and hope, have 
ing sat in a meditative mood for a considerable time, he decided 
on writing to his fitherin-law, Mr. Peerless, and invite him 10 a 
téte-0-téte, thinking it advisable to make of him confidante. 

Taking some paper, he commenced at once to pen the epistle, and 
had nearly finished when his hand shook nervously, and his pen was 
guided by some invisible intelligence, and the words, — 


* Dear father, pray come at once, and be serious, — 
ILY, 


were written in a curious and bold band, whilst the signature, to 
Mr. Humphrey, was as familiar as life. He was staggered, and for 
A time unable to compose himself. Whilst in the act of writing a 
communication to Mr. Peerless, he was overlooked by his departed 


— 
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wifo, liis object known to her, and ber own wish and signature v 
given through bis band. Surely some mighty purposes wero thog 
to be fruitful. Mr. Humphrey opened a little secrot drawer ia, 
very miniaturelike chest of drawers which had belonged to his wik, 


and brought forth some letters written by her, He then T 


compared the signature “ Emily" with several siguatures of iy 
rame namo, and found a wonderful similarity in all of them, } 
Humphrey was a strong man, and it was no proof to the 

because a few tears —aflection's dew-drops — fell from his eyes. | 
was strong in body and brain, and still stronger in affection. 
had had any silont, secret fears that he was the victim of x 
delusion when his wife manifested berself in form to him, they 
now eradicated. He was certain of her presence, for had be 
automatically written her signature in her own well-known 

yt 

E ordinary lifematters it is u very common thing for 
men to hurry ou with details, in order that as much work 
pressed into as small a space of time as possible, The very 
business is despateh, a very necessary thing, but one that may 
stall some things more necessary. With Mr. Humphrey, howe, 
business not being neglected, was yet made subservient to may 
important affairs. He looked upon worldly possessions as exis 
only for a short term, whilst spiritual possessions existed forem 
Therefore, to him the After-Lifo was the lasting, and this life f 
vanishing. He followed up his train of thinkings upon Spiritui 
with a Spartan devotedness, yet he was assiduous in business fi 
went to his office, attended to his ledger, gave commissions to ly 
workmen, and did all essential service for worldly success, yet le 
still stored his mind with evidences of a spiritual and religious dur 
acter, In business transactions be was acknowledged to be reg 
just, and few who had dealings with him failed to respect him. 

It was a settled idea with him not to open his mind to anyes 
eu spiritual topics until he had consulted his father-in-law, * 
Peerless, He was, in consequence, very subdued in his conte 
tions with people with whom he came in contact, for his mind w 
under the dominion of the new convictions which had so mys 
ously operated, It was, therefore, a relief to him to find Mr. Pæ 
less, with his jolly, good-natured face, greeting bim with a bae 
cordial shake of the hand. 

Mr, Peerless was a shrewd, plain man of the world, of strdist 
Angularities of thought. He had a full share of selfconsejenn 


on his own sie wo had 

phrey had considered thie 

tho charactar of his visi 

the appearance of his deceased joss, he baling 
fathar, before venturing to brave public ridicule and laughter br 
making his secret tako wings. He expected to be laughed at by his 
fathor-inJaw, but thought, at loast, that he would not hazard an 
opinion on the question of his sanity. Ho knew, likewise, that 
the general mind in England would be sure to amail a belief 
iu spiritual visitations with Iguomluy, yells, hisses, and insane as- 
persions. 

It was quite amusing to seo tho smile of incredulity which shone 
Upon the fice of the arehiteot as lie heard tho shipwright declare, on 
his honor as a man, that if ever ho saw his wife in his life he saw 
her apparition in the library. 

* Nonseuso, Charles, oxclaimed Mr. Poorloss; * you were sad at 
the memories of tho past, moodily thinking of your loneliness and 
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Emily's virtues, and, ae i quite natural, you fancied you mw t 
before you, Quite a phenomenon, Charles, natural as life, dejos 
Upon iL Pre read of such enses. before this, — they were DL 
attributed (o imagination Ge speeteal: illusion. 1 know you iy 
deceived,” 

Mr. Peerless emphosized the pronoun and the verb, and slapp 
his sonda-taw en the shoulder, finishing with a loud, fall Vut y 
conceited laughter, 

Mr. Humphrey Jooked calmly and fixedly into his senior's ery 
And replied, — 

* You have known me for the botter part of a score of yonni & 
you ever know me overeredulons, or disposed to be superstitious» 

“No, ou my honor, Charles, I never did.” 

“Well then, before you decide this matter so hastily, and 
endeavor to Laigh me out of my convictions, listen, I have 
read my Bible, and find. it fill of evidences in support of [71 
aud demoniae visitation. I have also read of late somo ponien 
tomes which carry the mind away into the far-off past, and tea 
it back again to the present time, and T find in thom a long 
evidences in favor of ghosts and ghostly or spirit manifestations | 
have, to crown all, wen with my own eyes, your daughter, y 
smiling upon me, and waving her hand to me, and ] was os 
awake then as I am now. I lave also, while writing n note t 
been forced, without my consent, or knowledgo, or desire, tà 
tlio words addressed to you in that epistle, * Dear father, proy 
and be perlen, and you will observe that tho signatura t 
message is very like your child's autograph. 

Pon my honor, Charles, you are most serious, but J am 
you are deluded ; let me eutreat you to weigh well tho matter 
lending yourself to a fanatical faith, which will inevitably bring 
into bad note, and cause you the loss of some of your best 
Be advised; you cannot conceive how horrible your reru 
pounds to me, therefore think what the world outside will siy," 

“Mr, Perles," said Mr. Humphrey, “lot us think whats 
World inside will say, If wo aro such cowards as to fear thè a 
because our frieuds aud acquaintauces feel disposed 40 ridicula 
desert us, we shall obtain our desserts in a tortured conscience” 

* here is something in that, but Jam sure you will lave aw 

NR of it, if you aro foolish enough to lot it got on Change, 
| n ob beliero iu ghosts nud all that sort of silly trash!” 

‘Maat is of little consequence to me, Mr. Peerless; you ir 
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The Mediums. 


never cared & great deal for mere popular praise, T was always 
happlost in my own home, in the midst of my ‘household 3 
TE n ee world 
for the promulgation of n gloriows and eternal truth, believe mo, I 
shall feet no remorse at being laughed at, aud pronounced a believer 
in * ghosts and all peach ie o. 

© Well, Charles, oa you. will; you vo my hearty well-wishew and 
assurance that Z know you to bo an intelligent, honest, sane sort of 
an individual; but what will that avail you when the public publish 
accounts of your extravagant convictions ax den ar your dishon- 
esty and insanity 2% 

Mr. Humphrey took Me, Peerloss by the hand, Pr ves 
ful. Ho then said, * T may, E 1 . tho believers 
in these supernatural phenomena t^ mel 

Mr. Peerless. gave ona of liis , bluff, inerodulons 
laughs; “Oh dear, no! it would take. ‘something more even than. 
your bare word, Master Charles, to convince the fathar of your 
departed wife, that she ever came back to earth from her home in 
heaven.” 

The eyes of Mr. Humphrey were fixed on some object. Mr. Poor- 
less looked, but saw only vacancy. Mr. Humphrey took him by the 
hand, and pointing, said, “There, sho smiles upon points t 
you. *Emily! Emily!“ “ wga 

At that instant the medium's eyes woro froo, the was 
gone, and Mr. Peerloss, having soon nothing, decided that his son- 
in-law was not quite compos mentir, 


—e— 


Cusrren III. 
TUE rin r-siux. 

Mr. Peerless loft his son-in-law, quite satisfied that all was not as 
it ought to be in his ** upper story’; not that ho had any concop- 
tion that Mr. Humphrey, oa ordinary matters, was not reasouablo 
and perfectly sano; but in tho case of this superstition of ghost 
belief only, ho was not «o fortunate, The father-in-law did not tell 
his son-in-law what he thought, because he knew. there would be 
n slight difforenco of opinion, if ho did, aud since he did not liko 
disagreement, and was certain not to fall iu with any defence Mr. 
Humpliroy might avail himself. of, because to do so would set at 
baught his own wise opinion, ho wisely shook hands and parted, as 
he gave, by way of finale, one of his loud, full, bluff laughs. 
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"Te shipwright was Ich aloe, bat ha was not'lonely. Ho w 
improved e ORANA We was on the verge of diy 
covering some of the secreta ofthe grave. He was, as wo lan 
shown, m strong-willed wan, and belug stronger in virtue and 
he little feared either ghost or mortal, He had, daring his shy, 
life, regarded religion ax the highest pleasure the soul can knor, 
und bad always felt that ie stimulates to goodness; and 
it was not simply morals, it was imposible to be religious with, 
them. Thus armed with proofstrong convictions, placing may 
trifling deductions to the account of educated nervoumess, he dy 
posed his wind for investigation, He had satisfied himself, LT 
convened fint nen the subject of bis heart with Mr. Terios 
and be was not at all surprised to find that the architect Vott 
inercdulously upon hiv statements, but he had no conception 
that Maff, jolly, laughing old soul, nursed a sudden idea, 
grief for the lows of hix wife bad touched his brain. $ 

Lika a modern. Columbus, Mr, Humphrey folt himself the 
vor of an iovaliable meret. Ho wanted only time snd means 
out ou a voyage of discovery, which, in its results, promised | 
itely to outbalance the world which the Genoese sailor d 
The shipwright rove each morning, devoting himself to a i 


spiritual works, which occupied some two or three hours, wn 


å 


to his office, attended tò his duties, and returned, only to 
the theme uppermost in his thoughts, 

It is impossible to say how much time is absolutely ours; m 
appear to live ou sufferance, and net without volition, Alwapii 
extremes, or vergíag on them, we scarcely know our own edre 
tions, As a reed is auljectod to tho infucuce of tho wind, ui | 
forced to bend in ite direction; as a waif cast upon tlie tides 
drifted aud tossed, und washed away by it, do we poor Innnan raè 
and wails find ourselves inclined, drifted, tossed, aud washed byt f 
winds and waters of influences over which we ourselves ts 
Tittle coutrol, Who shall discriminate the actions originales: 
from our own free will and those originating from external ime» 
sious, spirits, or unseen messengers! Mr. Humphrey, although! 
mali of ordinary common-wense attalnmonts, who, without tabi 
falluences in au opposite direction, might be said to be very re 
fo act from motives. relating to physical aud moral things, © 
aevertheless, found. to do many, very many acts, which is ti 

Di aud hit preconceived couvictions would not have ewi 
- Wta. Tho fact is, be was susceptible to spiritintlucuces # 


The Mediums. 
capable of boing guided and fmpromed hy tom to any 
viding thoir impressions accorded with Nia treasured cono 
goodness. 4 

One afternoon Mr. Mumpbrey was In his office, looking over Pha 
Times," his oyo rested on an advortisemeit: — 


u The ailvertiser ta desirous of communicating with: peesóng 
can give information relative to Haunted Houses or modern Sup 
natural Facts, Please address Mr. Jeremiah Forbes, H, L. 
Tun-Ficlds, London.” 


Fancy a traveller iu tho wilderness, parched with. thirst, 
weary hours discovering water, aud you 3 Jiavo some ex 
of the joy whieh lit up the features of 5 ] 
advertisement, He wanted more 
discovered how to obtain it, It wax iil very v j 
cater one's self ou the Tint of pedantic gladiators PN 
ten facts; hut in order to satisfy Cully tho designs of Mr. Hum 
it was necessary that he should bo brought hünself. en rapport 
tho actual spirits, Ho had ouly ws yot hod ocular pr " when at 
spirit of his wife had come uncalled for, and when. 
lis hand a» he was writing to Mr, Peerlons, h 
manifestations were. spontaneous; Mr. Hum 
kuow how he could elicit chem when lio was 
impressed with the idea that Me. Jeremiah 
of all mon, under present cirqumatances, lio ought to consult, Ha 
decided on writing to him without delay, 

When the brain is undor tho influence of strong excitement, the 
memory for ordinary, at the time, secondary matters, may bo weak. 
It was so with Mr. Humphrey. Ile proceeded to write a full 
description of his own suprasmundano experiences, and despatched 
with them an invitation for Mr, Jeremiah Forbes to honor him with 
n visit. 

When the shipwright looked at his watch, and saw that tho time 
was past for postal departures that day, he folt vexed, because he 
was very eagor to get a quick answer from Me. Forbes. But, like 
a true philosopher, he resolved to curb liis impatience, and managed 
to regain his equanimity just as his memory received an electrío 
stroke, which made him conscious that in attending to spiritual 
matters he had forgotten temporal oues. He had that day learned 
from his foreman that the timber-morehsut's traveller. had called 
aud been instructed to send iu a large stock of timber which 
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was in requisition. It being necessary that a cliequo for a preview 
quantity of the same material should be sent off per port that diy, 
Mr, Humphrey wor unusually disturbed, Decauro ho never teta 
failed in settling money matters with punctuality, Thero ww 
no need for much disturbance of feeling, seeing that a few bow 
delay could make little difference with a firm which had for yon 
done Uelsen with him, But it happened to annoy him to ti) 
| that he should have allowed two important matters to be pot «f 
| He did not, however, permit himself to loso his temper, whit 
dn generally calm, He decided to make tho best of a bad job ii 
] was in the act of locking ix desk, to finish tho business of the dy 
when, to bis utter amazement, his eye cought sight of an enveky, 
sealed and addressed to him. He opened it at once, and read,— 
Sy, — Our sost old stip,“ Cruiser" Aas just arrived at 8b | 
anpton, She wants overhanting, and pulling into suiting trim fe 
Aer wert trip, which (oes place in a few weeks. Will you kindy 
send some men amd get her into dock as quickly as possible, l 
For the Proprietors, JAMES SINCLAIR, . 


How long this note had Jain on Mr. Humplirey’s desk was a perk 
ing problem. He called for his foreman, and learned that belii 
only à few minutes before gone home for the day. The V 
felt the occasion imperative; he sent for his foreman, and « 
that he had brought the note to him while ho was busy writing. 
“Why did you not speak when you came with it, Reuben ! "ni 
Mr. Humphrey. # 
* I did speak, Mr, Humphrey ; but you were so busy you appesi | 
not to care to be disturbed, so I just left the note near your dw. 
thinking, 2 a matter of course, you would, as you have often de 
before, be sure and pick it up." | 
* Well, Reuben, it cannot be helped now, we must make the lef 
of à bad job; suppore you seud for some men, and attend S éf 
Cruiser at once, I hate delays; they are dangerous” l 
^ [ will do my best, sir, but I fear T shall find great diet 
getting beck the principal men for the night, — some of them fini] 
g distance, as far off as Netley, — but I will try," said Rete 
id he went away, leaving Mr, Humphrey to go to his home, nd 
on his mistakes, 
All that night tho shipwright was disturbed in his sleep; he ely 
tard, or fancied he heard, gentle, distinct rappings at the bi 
‘his bed. He was not quite awake, yet be turned over œ” 
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bed and robbed his eyes, at the fi read A 
ually his drowsiness left him, and he I ` r 
that lio had not been dreaming, in the hope of J Men 
again. After an interval of an — 


and loud raps camo on the wall near his 
not at all frightened, but on the edes 


deliberata haar knockings came on the 
“Thank you; now, if you wish tò carry lignes lo xd 
added Mr. Humphrey," give three more loud: rappinge." Tum 
loud rappings were given. 1 

Mr. Hum was puniled, Ho obtained answers to questions 
by . but how he was to obtain an intelligible 
communication without putting intarrogatories, was to- hhn a pro- 
found mystery. He lay a considerable time perplexing his brain 
with this problem, Meanwhile, the unscen visitants kept up a sare- 
nade of rappings in all parts of the room. At length ‘tho cireumne 
stance Hashed across his mind of hinlaving had his hand guided by 
his spirit-wife wen ho was in the act of writing to Mr. Topless. 
With the greatest sang froid he rose from his bed, lit a lamp, and 
dressed himself, He thon proceoded to a cupboard, brought forth a 
writing-case, and taking a pencil aud some paper, sat down, saying, 
“Now, kiud spirite, if you wish to communicate with me, do yo,” 
aud he held the pencil motiouless oa the paper. Perhaps three 
minutes elapsed, then his hand trembled and his peucil moved 
rapidly over the paper, There was legible, bold writing upon it, 
which lie was not loug in deciphering as follows :— 


Mr. Jeremiah Forbes is a powerful medium. 


“ Medium for what, spirits! say, pleas? " 
His hand aud pencil were again rapidly moved automatically 


noross the paper, He pieked it up, and read : — 
He is a good physical and trance-medium, 
Mr, Humphrey was uot altogethor satisfied that be really under 
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stood tho moaning of m Tie ene to iras 
lightened, and holding tho pen, 


vat ín en dhe paper, the words 
came out; — EE 


Mr, Forbes will eaploin the mysteries of spirit-intercourse, and th 
meaning of ibe woe hinds of mediimihip. 


„Welle thought Mr, Hu „ils is very wonderful! 1 m 
not thinking of Mr. Forbes when I rat down to write. n ie qui 
certain that the spirits enter Into the secrets of our ordinary file 
pursuit, or how should these strange communications come out} 
Ho had seareely Gnlshed his reflections, when his hand and pene 
were thrown ob to the paper, and the words written ;— 


We often ore with you. We read your thoughts, and watch ote 
gon with wodying ofections, We wish you to devote your life to th 
spread of Spiritwalise, We are pleased to know thot you are fri 

Iten fear, and are honest enovgh to examine before you presume & 
condemn. Troy to God for daily support; keep. your consciene 
pure, and wever fear to preach the (rib, We will be with you whe 
qw do not know it, unit aid you in yorir holy work.” A 


Mr. Humphrey read this communication with tearful eyes, f 
was impressed to say, * Give me some sign that I may know that the 
unseen communicants are not in any way disposed to deceive ga 
In the names of all holy beings, from the Father and Sou down b 
the orebangels, I bereeel you give mo a truo sign,” He hind soar 
finished When be saw ono part of his room fill with n phosphorescent 
light or atmosphere, Ho kept his eyes riveted on the spot, when . 
his eager scuse was mode visible the rpirit of his wife, She append 
in robes of white, holding in one land a miniature cross, and post 

ing to it with the other. Her face was less pale than when sho lur 
appeared to him, but it was still illumined with ber wonted serpit 
naile, 


‘The vision vanished. Mr. Humphrey was convinced that hewa 
right in taking the advico given him by the spirits, because his om 
spirit-vife had appeared pointing to the uross, as the sign nectstr 
to confirm his faith in the reality and goodness of the comm 
cating agencies. He held his pencil again on the paper, but the 
was nothing more elicited. He got up, undressed himself, put te 
the light, got into bed again, aud was toon in the arms of Morphre 
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Am in that love may devil g 


Dut, Mud and eal in vend Wing, 
Maa | wo work Òr ill 


"O Gel! ben Thom dat Thy u- 
Y eries, with rt sare, 


‘Then sweetly sald the guardian: Voloo : 


* Experieiee je man's rich reward 
While elay doth clog his fent ; 

Mare dosgbr and bts we reach the Lord, 
Ta Heaven's golden street.’ 


* Good! but I prither tell mo. more: 
‘The ways of Life Te 

Crooked and los 09 wa and shore, 
Porplexing all to mu." 


* Troe; and in this God's will shows wire, 
Sight, like the body, grows; 

Good often lies in I's disguise, 
Night comes at day's quick clove. 


^ Man's finite soul obeys a law, 
liy reaching oat ite hands 
To group at every feeble straw, 
Waibod on Life's gleaining sands.” 
Wee Vork Lade ponhat: 


Yov are no more obliged to receive a tenet, or an opinion, cr s 
Hatewent, or a prediction, or a promise, or à prescription of duty, 
or a direction bow to act in à given caso from a departed spirit, las 
froma an andeparted one, Aro wo not all spirits? Have we not al 

yon nature f sacar eee da Segre of: golin 
1: Adin Ballou, 


‘Tur mperstrueture of Spiritualisim ie raised upon tbe 
wediumehip. Tt is the recognition of this Seek th 


Christianity grew wp from its infaney moe 
phenomena, But in these modern days of Sadducevism 
in and out of the churelies, Christiani 
dread of ghosts, come they as angels 
They lack the saving grace of dem 
evidences of the ever old and ever m 
Had they held by the simple faith of | 
phenomenal facts of Spiritualism | 
-ritualism of Christendom. Says W 


EE 


MoUs HUMBUG, and a most scandalous libel on the 
Spiritualism based upon demonstrated fact, which 
expression of law, has the advantage over every otber mem 
regarding fact which is science, philosophy whicli is 
religion which ix love. 

It becomes, therefore, a part of our duty as T t.e NE 
just in the recognition aud encouragemont of medinm. 

We shall take pleasure in giving Cwsar his duo, and pray for 
wisdom to guide us, so that we may be just in our reports of the 
seances we are called upon to attend. Mediums are multiplying ia 
every country, There are hundreds in the city of Boton alone. 
We hope to help forward some who are behind the scenes, suffering 
neglect from excessive modesty. 

Give us evidence of mediumship, we will not ask from what land 
the medium is from, who aro her friends, and how much money she 
has in the bank. These are ber own affairs, not ours. Is she de- 
voted to hor divine gif? Does sho wear the jewel of mediumship 
conscious of its value? If so, wo will say, * Well done.” If not, 

~ offer a stimulant in the direction of right as we appreciate it. 


DR. H. BLADE, 

Dr. HL Slade visited Boston, remaining only too short a period. 
Wo made tho doctor's acquaintance in Rochester, N. V., two 
years ago, and wrote au account iu the London Spiritual Magazine 
3 


1 
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of tho marvels. we witnomed at his rooms, We there expremed 
onr opinion that Dr, Slade is just tho medium to introduce to scien 
tists, cepeelally sinco tho manifestations tako place in the light, Our 
opinion romaine upaltered. ‘The dootor' powor has increased. 

We were threo, the medium making four. All sat round the | 
table, the gas in full blaze. Rappings woro heard upon our chains, 
‘Then eame the experiment with thi pencil and slate, The doctor | 
bita pleco off a alato peucil, not larger than the fourth of u pis, | 
and placed on tho alato. He thea held the slate under the edge and 
tight against the table top. A strong force made it difficult for the 
medium to keep his hold of the slate. We all hoard the seratehiog 
sound of the piece of pencil on the slate, There was written iu a 


Clear hand, — 
Good evening. 
‘Tho ‘i’ was dotted, the tiny piece of poncil resting upon the det 
as though tbe writing was finished at that point. The slate anf 
pencil was due more under the table as before. The doctor got v; 
from his seat and stood as far from the table as he could, holding the 
Mate with one hand which was visible to the company, Tha scratch 
ing sound again: — 
God bless all workers for this glorious cause, 
“Thank you.” 
Tho pices of poncil was not on the slate. The spirit was requested 
to restore it. The thing was done in the twinkling of an eye, j 
A clothes-hrueh was nost placed upon the slate which was t 
sooner held undor the table than it was thrown over the table upa 
the sofa, This experiment was repeated by request. ‘ | 
A closed silver knife was placed upon tho slate and thrown oo 9 
tho table open. After this, the doctor held an accordion with e 
hand, the opposite end to the keys, his other hand resting at te 
time upon the table, and lo! there emitted from the instramets | 
beautiful tune. 
Let conjurers, savans, and materialists keep back the 
shout of “ humbug” until they can perform the same 
similar conditions without spirit-aid; even then, if such 


Sittings with Mediums. n 


len somo startling psychical phase Ie olwervalle in Us 
or «omo intelligence not in her mind is made known | 
v are compelled to hesitate before we write currant "me | 
wle“ or ^ charlatan," aa tho solution of 

Strange facts are forcing conviction of thie verig ou the made 
i E- of tho most skeptical, No wonder, when. bere 
ke Dr. Blade and Mrs, Wildes, nre placed en rapport 2 . 
d their spirit guides; + ee 
lilst in conversation with a valued friend, & few daye ag 
invited us ro accompany him to one of Mr Lirie | 
blic seances, at her rooms, Washington Street, Boston. 
Accepting the invitation, we were soon part of an. au 
between forty and fifty persons, mostly ladies, Tho 
quietly in ber chair, while several of the circle’ sung. 
minutes sho was under control, which lasted through a 
- changed influences nearly two hours, Some dozen or mon of t 
company received teste. Sometimes the medium would call. at 
names in full. In all cases she appeared to tach incident 
which called forth the word of recognition from those to whom be 
was the medium of communication, Our friend, who has lost. 
much loved wifo, was addressed, lier name being spo à 
tho medium, We got nothing, but left the circle 
mo idea that Mrs, Wildes, formorly Mrs. Armstead, wa 

few test mediums who will be certain to touch some circu 
one’s lifo to place her manifestations altogether ont of the pale o 
guovs-work, Accordingly we took palis to learn all we could of her 
modiumistic career, and was readily admitted to a private seance 
with the lady. It did not need a test to convince us that Mre. 
Wildes is a modium. One glance in her eyes, which evince at all 
times that strange expression whioh belongs solely io abnormal 
Mates, was sufficient. What might como ia the way of test was 
another matter, She is about thirty-two or thirty-three years of 
age, of French extraction ou the father's side, aud a desceadant of 
Lafayette, who. is said to be one of ber controling spirits, and 
of Spanish extraction on that of the mother. Since sho was only 
fifteen years old sho has been subjected to spirit-influences strangely 
astounding to those with whom sho came in contact. 

Her first knowledge of her modium powers was the result of a 
rapid repetition of rappings about lier feet and all around, as she was 
engaged washing the stairs. A geutleunan who had beard of Spirit- 
talinn sujncostod. u sitting, after which she was eutranced Mer lor 
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a space of thirteen. hours, She was promised no great things by 
tho invisibles but what thoy promised was mostly performed. Her 
gifts are varied. Sho lx a natural clairvoyant, and often made to 
see events of national and world-wide importance which are veri- 
table propheeies. 

Sometimes writing appears on her arm ond hand, Sho speaks 
occasionally Italian, German, and French, or, correctly speaking. 
spirits influence her to speak, or speak through hor iu these lan. 
puge, She wie wod by an Italian spirit whilst wo sat with her, 
Sho declares that she bas no knowledge of any of tlieso languages 
ave tho French. One spirit that controls hor gives tho name of 
Abernethy, Anothor, an Indian, of eleven. years" nequaintanee, ix | 
called Arcah, | 

President Lincoln, when he was in the form, was gratified at 
receiving a communication from bis spiritehild Willie, through 
Mrs, Wüdes, and sent hor a beautiful letter. in acknowledgment, 
Several striking incidents in our past career were given, evidence 
suficient to us that a moro than ordinary faculty, or power, is with 
the medium, 

“You hivo a spirit-picture of ono very dear to you, liave you 
not!" 

"^ Ye" 

Thes, in a fow seconds, the medium was influenced by another 
spirit who personated our father, whose likeness is given on the 
spirit-picture alluded to, Afterwards ‘our littla hindering thing 
(not) forever gono,” Marian, brought flowers, and gavo tokens of 
watehfalness nnd love. 

Several things of a private character relating to business and per- 
sons were added to the beautiful marvels of this sitting, 


Da C. T. Borrow, of Woonsocket, R. I., and Mrs E. M. Smith 
Lowell, Mass, held a seance together at the house of à lady it 
Boos, We attended by invitation, and was well gratified. De 
Bufum, much to our surprise, under the alleged influence of Bel 
Jacket, an Indian spirit, gave a series of excellent tests, The de 


several nomós in succession without a mistake, 
ipi and made to personate, The se wits 


Progressive Dottings, 31 


PROGRESSIVE DOTTINGS. 


Wust Emma Hardinge and others have been ministering to 
darge audiences in publie halls and in groves in the West, the cause 
of Spiritualism has not been left to die out in the East, During 
the summer months picuics and camp-meetings have beea largely 
attended, 

The Cape Cod camp-meeting we did not attend, bat are informed 
that it was in every way a success, Old and tried veteran recipro- 
cated greetings, and felt the better for being there. 

‘Tho plenics at Abington were, as usual, feasts of soul-audbody 

enjoyment to numbers, 
Prof, Win, Denton, Prof, J. H. W. Toohey, N. Frank White, 
Lizio Doten, George A. Bacon, A. E. Carpenter, Cephas B. Lyns 
A. E. Giles, Ed. S. Wheeler, Chauncy Barnes, and J. II. Powell 
were among the speakers. 

Tho attraction of the season has been at Walden Pond, sacred 10 
the heart of literature. A couple of picnics and a whole six-day’ 
 campumeeting, under the management of Messrs. Richardwq and 
Dodge. The idea was stupendous and hazardous. Yet the rewults 
prove that it was an idea worth conceiving aud sctoalizing. 

Tho picnics went off well, — the camp-mocting better. 

‘Tho Fitchburg railroad company erected a large marquée aod 
mated it, placing it at the convenience of the Spiritualists and 
others, Such commodious accommodations New England Spirit 
ualists have hitherto failed to obtain at their picnics and camp 
meetings. A noteworthy fact was the attitude of tlie Boston press: 
their reports of the proceedings were without exception faithful to 
fict aud free from burlesque aud misstatement. This is a good sign 
of progress and an evidence that Spiritealism is becoming a power 
that is being felt and appreciated. 

A larger number than usual of the regular lecturers and mediums 
WAS present, 

A student at Harvard, Mr. Enoch Powell, listened with interest to 
es from Spiritualists, and spoke himself, more than once, words 
Of carnestness, which were received in the kind spirit in which they 
‘fore presented. 
session devoted to the memory of II. C. Wright was a rich 
st. Tho friend of Garrison, Phillips, and a bost of good 

mon and women, the horvic worker for huwanity passed 
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to tho Higher Lifa, in fall harness, at the ago of seventy-three, 
Requiescat in pace. Ho was a veteran worker, true to the Gol 
within Henry C, Wright. His half-a-century of unselfish devotion 
to reform writes its own panegyríe, Such men are not too pleat. 
ful. Thank God that Death cannot eut off their usefulness, — only 
open the gates to.wider fields of labor. 

Tho trains from the various points poured into the grounds oy 
the Sunday ndditional thousands, numbers of which crowded to 
the marquee to bear the speakers. Inu the morning, after a telling — 
and beautiful speech from N. S. Greenleaf, Ed. S. Wheeler delivered 
a lecture on “ Spiritualism,” which wos, in many exsential partic- 
ulars, a masterly essay, Mre. Farub. Byrnes followed, making some 
sensible and practical remarks. Bronson Alcott of Concord, th: 
literary companion of Emerson, and the friend of Thoreau, who 
lived in the woods at Walden, stood forth, by request, and spoke in 
a fatherly, subdued, and interesting manner, His remarks upon the 
batile of life, fought by ‘Thoreau when he was in tho form, aud 
the manhood of the man, had a charm upon his hearers. He said 
many excellent things which were broadly free in sentiment and 
siguifieaut of tho spread of progressive ideas, The presence and 
speech of Mr, Alcott deserves record. It shows courage and a sense 
of justice iu the man. He had nothing to gain by coming to a 
Spiritualist camp-mocting apart from the good he got in it, which we 
are not to suppose he bargained for with lis conselence when be 
started, He has reached au advanced ago, and could, had lio been 
of the stuff of which multitudes are mado, have felt glad to glide 
adawn the stream of fashion right into the port of the grave, But 
no, — he came to the camp-meeting, greeted the long-despised Spirit- 
valists, and expressed sympathy with the work of reform. 

Another campanecting, who knows, even Emerson may conde 
soend to mingle with us. Ho would learn, should he do so, that 
Spiritualists are not a whit more likely to steal silvor spoons than 
antispiritualiss. We don't feel burt at the suspicion, although jt 
seemed to us a little hard for America's great word-artist to his 
at such an outrageous thing, to express his contempt for the unpop- 
ular “ism,” 

Prof. William Dentou was solid and logical as ever, striking, l 
Tubal Cuin, heavy blows at tho assumptions of orthodoxy. i 

Don Ode, Forster, who speaks under spirit-influence, aud | 

made io. ir a discourse: 
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— qan Clark recited Lizrio Doton's "Poter Maguire," and made 


mas allusions to The Loeturer's Club,” which had been formed 

during the wook. 

mo day was glorious and tho mootings intensely interesting. 

i The Lecturer's Club succeed in ite project, we may hope to 

- ean end to the system adopted in places of working the lecturer 

to a sick bed or out of tho locture-field through paying for ser- 
wee rendered scarcely enough to carry him to the next point of 
Mer. / 

This state of things can only be remedied by fraternal effort on 
the part of the speakers. Ono thing gained, we hope, by this club, 
sil be, frequent meetings of speakers, that they may consult and 
‘courage cach other. 

The Walden Pond Camp-meeting passed off with little to mar the 

general happiness. Earnest souls met, and much good was done, 

The charactor of the speaking was marked by stern sense, and 

argars woll for our future as Spiritualists. The human sou! eannot 
kog rest content with mere froth of speech for food. Tt must and 
‘vill have dishes of scienco aud sonso, He who runs may read this, 
in the Spiritualism of to-day. , 

The committee of the Pierpont Grove meetings, Messrs, Taylor, 
“Vaught, Cary, and Moody, brought their lubors for the year to a 
cow on Sunday, Sept. 11th, They bavo, during the 
sigel Prof. Wm, Denton, Lizaio Doten, Dr. HL B. E AN 
ly, and J, H. Powell. Besides the regular paid lectures, they 
tare beld several conferences which have attracted good audiences, 
Perpont Grove is a delightful retreat, of easy access, and withal & 
favorite placo for open-air meetings. 

We believe that the committee have made the meetings selfaup- 

potting, and look forward to a renewal of them next season, 

We must not omit to mention the establishment of the American 

eral Tract Society, with Prof. Wm. Denton as President. Some 

cht or hing tracts have already gone through the press, seasoned 
palates of tho thinking masses, These tracts are bold, 
wopromising essays. Shams and absurdities, although intro- 

iu sacred mantles, stand poor chance against tho metal of the 


elieals have taught the Liberals a lesson. Tracts persus 
defends the right. The superstitions which have so 
he human soul in the name of churches Bibles, 
nd kings, cannot forever gall and enslave. The 


Ls 
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field is fall of valiant workers ; they mean work, and can fall, but 
not fail ; and if they fall they will rise again with renewed strength. 

We welcome the inauguration of the American Liberal Traet 
Society, and «ay, God speed!" Let our motto be “ Excelsior,” 
the eye of our soul set upon humanity. May we avoid all vain 
loastingy and rerengeful feelings, remembering that our fight is 


with principles and not persons, 
We have only hinted at the noteworthy evidences that the world 


moves. The dial of Progress is eternally revolving: we need have 
no dread that it can ever stand still, All classes, sects, and peoples, 
are, consciously or unconsciously, aiding the march of humanity. 
Spiritualists or Liberalists need not take the flattering unction to 
their souls that they alone are delegated by tho Universal Father to 
keop tho machinery of Progress running. 

„All are but parts of one stopendous whole,“ 


We need to be largely charitable, which, truly understood, is to 
be just. Errors of theology and sociology are not unpardonable sins 
like tho sin against the Holy Ghost, whatever that may bo, Tgno- 
rance can only be overcome by knowledge. Our work is first fo get 
knowledge for ourselves, then impart it to others. If they will not 


or cannot receive it, theirs, not ours, is tho loss. 
Let us be sure and watch our own feet whilst we essay to trip 


others up; to bo plain, realize that individual worth should be worn 
as a jewel of great price, by the leaders of the armies of advanced 
Thought. The power of Character is potent for good or ill. 

Let us be true to ourselves, and never descend to mean things, 
not even for the pleasure of living many years longer ou the earth, — 
Life devoid of truthfulness is worse than death. 

* Only the actions of the just 
Sexel) sweet and blossom in the das.” 

Dr. H. F. Gardner's closing picnic attracted a good attendance, 

‘The most interesting part of the proceedings, to us, was the moro- 
ing conference, which was mainly devoted to phenomenal facts. 

A. E. Carpenter said that Dr. II. B. Storer, whilst- sitting alone, 
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pa: to him, and therefore did not credit the emay (rom the emren 
d. He read the production to him (A. N Carpenter) t both 

pun that it was able, and worthy the peu of the grout author, 

was then docided to placo the essay in the hand of Julia Friend, 

vho, without reading a word or hearing anytliog to gire a due to 

shat had passed, described berself as feeling strangely like a man 

asd an author, and none other than Charles Diekens. 

In what degree Julia Friend was influenced by the silent presenta 

“ef Carpenter and Storer, who Anew the statement made by the 

emmunieating intelligence, it is impossible to say. The fact re 

paint, nevertheless, that the samo statement war made through two 

aiius. Lot scientists theorize, and if possible, classify thee 

| phenomena, and cease holding by the skirts of nogations. 

A nill more complicated and satisfactory evidence of the power of 

foyisille intelligences to manifest a given purpos through more 

dan one medium was described by Dr, Gardner. He said that in 

| iw winter of 1862-3, he visited the rooms of Murmler, in Boston. 
A group of spirits appeared on the plate. In dus time hè rotaried 

ie if a picture were developed. His attention was attracted 

Myra man who was pacing to and fro, apparently in meditation, Pro- 

ently the mau, who proved to be a medium, laid a haod. upou hi 

iboulder and said, — 

“Dr, Gardner, I believe 27” 

"Yes; that is my namo.” 

“You are going to Washington in the course of two 8 

b. You will start alone and meet a medium and obtain impor- 

| tot information, which will be the means of saving the city irap 

Washington.” 

rene my business matters are of a nature to keep me in 


| tye will go. The way is open. The person who is to give you 
tle information is in Baltimore.“ 
Aday or two after, Dr. Gardner went to Mrs. Conant, with no 
eof a sitting. She said, just as he was about to leave: — 
“Doctor, you are about to go Washington,” repeating in substance 
shat the medium at Mumler's had said, adding that be would bare 
fetter or telegram calling him to Baltimore, and promised on the 
og Wednesday to tell him when he would start; also that ha 
lave a private interview with the President, 
ing seemed more unlikely, The next day the doctor visited 
d and called upon an old acquaintance, a medium, and 
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without expecting anything of tho kind, heard from her lips a cor- 
toboration of the statement already recelvod from two mediums. 

On the Wednesday evening, according to appointment, tho doctor 
called upon Mrs, Conant, She said: — 

* The first week in January you will receive tho letter calling you 
to Baltimore, and you will then go to Washington." — 

Whilst in Baltimore he met, in company with other porsous, a 
gentleman whose sympathies were with the South, and who was 
evidently in correspondence with the so-called Confederate govern. 
ment at Richmond, who informed him in substance of plan, laid 
and perfected, by which Washington was to fall into the hands of 
the Confederacy within that present month. 

This informant spoke of tho plan emphatically ns being positively 
laid, but said that the precise point of attack was undecided, 

On arriving at Washington, in company with the medium to 
whom allusion has already been made, he went direct to the Motro- 
politan Hotel, and there met the Hon. Robert Dale Owen, and 
imparted to him in full, the plan laid down as stated, for the capture 
of Washington. Impressed with the importance of the information, 
Mr, Owen said, “ You must see the President at once; and imme- 
diately went to the White House to secure for him an audience, 

During the interview the doctor gave tho President a repetition of 
what he had already given to Mr. Owen, 

The attack not being made, tho doctor, in tho following June, 
wrote to his informant at Baltimore, in a jocular vein alluding to the 
fact. A reply was received from him stating that the proposed 
attack was only postponed in eonsequenee of some movements of 
the Union troops, which made it impracticablo at the time, but it 
was not abandoned, and ere his lotter reached its destination the 
rebel army would be on its way to Peunsylvania and Maryland to 
execute the original plan, and that thoy were confident of success, 

That invasion culminated in tho rebel defeat at the battle of 
Gettysburg. Thus, to the letter, was falfilled events propliesied 
through three independent mediums, 


Do you imagine that tho demons are anything elso than souls, 
sli, Hv an wander through th tlm It is there 
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THE TEMPLE HALL MEETINGS. 


Tux Spiritual Society meetings, ao Sundays and Tharwlay erenings, st. Ten 
je 1b, Boylston Street, Borov, keep up their audiences through bea aod edd 
. They have no pali] speakers, but trust t0 the ooondoù for the words of 
‘voles which may be given (row the epirit-world, 
be to bb expected that the oratorical stare of the Bplritaxtit movement 
“gluten condescend to shine down upon the Temple Hall gatherings, © vibes 
pry and without price.” Still the meetings are kept up, and ooearionally a me] 
jot of ppirit-manna is dropped by angel-hands We were pensent os Sandy 
misg, Sept. 25th, and Listened to some beautifel remarks, prompted on the 
anion, from the lips of several mediums Every age struggles and fads e». 
' 1 1o does every wal, souner ot late, 
À Molinos meet at Temple Hall, and have the opportuzity of speitiay ts power 
iie unto tbem. In this they resemble somewhat the followers of Googe 


f 
Mev Carlisle, of Charlestown, in the ontranced etate, oTerol u prayer, hiag 
the sse of Ephraim Peabody, formerly a minister of Bogo, st the contralling 


. hor poat In the body of tbe hall, was fodincnd by the alleged 
niit of Eliza A. Broad. She «poke with troe feeling, and in lsoguage vanbtal- 
ably imple, much to the gratification of the audience, Mre Carlisle theo delire 
vla sbort addross, after which tho choir sung ^ Passing Away.” The words aol 
tame had a wwoet effect, and brought to ber (oet Mrs. McDonald, of Eat Boston 
vh ia the entranced state, mado à telling speech on the words of the made, 
Mex Laura Hateb, the musical modium, gave a seance at Templt Hall, Boston, 
Plc y evening, Sept. 22d, to a crowded house, for the bese of the *Me- 
dna Fund," 4 

The medium appeared to be deeply e 
ricilient music, She played dificult ploces with One finger ated voe hasl, a 
al for subjects from the audlenee. 

©The Tempest,” „The War," " The Spirit the Body,” ant“ Happi- 
Men" were chosen. Each plocu was executed with akill, and called fort fla 
Avecond serios of subjocts was chosen by the audience, among which was a basje 
xls, which was beautifully rendered, 


— 
Üwrvanv. Dm. J. B. Fenousox passed to the world of spirits at bis seri- 


Nashville, Tenn., Beptember 3d, aged 52. 
was one of the lights of the New Dispensation. Few who ksew his felt 


